to serve political and religious ideologies-a trap many of them believe Israeli archaeologists often fell into (see p. 29).
Their first priority is money. The Palestinian Department of Antiquities based in Ramallah-which was also created in 1994-currently receives only $500,000 annually from the PNA, according to department chief Hamdan Taha. And although contributions from outside donor countries, such as the Netherlands and Italy, have swollen the total department budget to several million dollars each year, nearly all of this money goes into restoring and protecting archaeological sites rather than research. "The major task of the department is rescue archaeology," says Taha. "Many sites were left as they.were in 1967, and others have been excavated and then abandoned. Thousands of sites have been plundered and looted." The lack of funds for research digs is very unfortunate, archaeologists say, because the thousands of sites now under Palestinian control represent a treasure trove of potential new information. "This is one of the richest archaeological areas in the world," says Joanne Clarke, director of the Jerusalem office of the Council for British Research in the Levant. This is especially true of the Gaza Strip, a major crossroads of the ancient Near East. And yet, Clarke says, the Gaza area "is almost completely untouched" by archaeologists. Clarke and the council are now teaming up with Palestinian antiquities authorities to excavate a number of Bronze Age settlehagi ments in Gaza, which were home to the Egyptians, Philistines, and Canaanites who vied for control of this region in ancient times.
Like the Gaza project, nearly all research digs currently under way here-such as new excavations by an Italian-Palestinian team at Jericho and Dutch-Palestinian explorations of an extensive Canaanite water system at barrassment of ancient riches is both a blessing and a curse: Although they are thrilled at the chance to dig at last in their own land, lack of funding and trained excavators means they can often do little more than protect and preserve the sites from falling into ruin or the clutches of looters.
" Today, it only offers an undergraduate minor in archaeology, although Nashef who took over the rudderless institute in 1994 says he hopes to convince university administrators to restore at least a major in the subject soon.
As they wrestle with these legacies of the recent past, many Palestinian archaeologists express a strong desire to keep ideological and religious issues out of their nascent archaeological endeavors. This may prove difficult, because there is considerable evidence that the Palestinian general public -which is well aware that Israeli archaeology has often been linked with the search for Jewish roots in Palestine -appears hungry for archaeological discoveries that would prove that the Palestinians were here first. Over the past few years, a number of articles have appeared in Palestinian newspapers and magazines and even on the PNA's Web site -claiming that Palestinians were descended from the Canaanites or other pre-Israelite residents of Palestine. In discussions with Science, most Palestinian archaeologists were quick to distance themselves from these ideas.
"We don't want to repeat the mistakes the Israelis made," says Moain Sadek, head of the Department of Antiquities' operations in Today, it only offers an undergraduate minor in archaeology, although Nashef who took over the rudderless institute in 1994 says he hopes to convince university administrators to restore at least a major in the subject soon.
"We don't want to repeat the mistakes the Israelis made," says Moain Sadek, head of the Department of Antiquities' operations in the Gaza Strip. Taha agrees: "All these controversies about historical rights, who came first and who came second, this is all rooted in ideology. It has nothing to do with archaeology." But not all archaeologists here believe that issues of Palestinian national identity can be totally shunted aside. "This question cannot be avoided," says Nashef. "Until now we Palestinians have not worked to create our own history, and this is our own fault. Archaeology here has concentrated on historical events or figures important to European or Western tradition. This may be important, but it doesn't provide a complete picture of how local people lived here in ancient times."
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